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Jonah Stein, a senior
at the Weinbaum Yeshi-
va High School in Boca
Raton, wants to be a doc-
tor. But the 17-year-old
Boca Raton res ident
went outside his comfort
zone of medicine for a
few weeks during the
s u m m e r w h e n h e
w o r k e d o n a g a m e
theory project with a top
research scientist at the
Technion-Israel Institute
of Technology.

“I really wanted to be
in Israel,” Stein said,
a d d i n g t h a t h e a l s o
wanted to be a part of
“Technion nation.” Re-
searchers at Israel’s pre-
mier university for sci-
ence and technology
have won three Nobel
Prize awards in the last

eight years.
Stein said he wanted

to work with stem cells
but there were no oppor-
tunities for research in
that area. Game theory,
he said, combined math
and science with analy-
sis of human behavior
and decision-making.

He and lab partner
Libby Landerberg, 17,
from England analyzed
the electoral methods of
several nations and sug-
gested changes to Isra-
el’s electoral system.
“We changed the whole
idea,” he said. “It’s not
the party that chooses
the coalition, it’s the peo-
ple.”

Stein said he liked the
divers i ty of the high
school students — the
places they were from
and their religions. The

37 students in the Tech-
nion’s SciTech program
came from eight U.S.
states, Israel, Canada the

United Kingdom, Italy
and Serbia.

Stein was the fourth
Weinbaum Yeshiva grad-

uate in as many years to
participate in the Tech-
nion’s summer research
program. Others include
Joshua Stadlan in 2010,
Avi Feldan in 2009 and
Shmuel Dresner in 2008.

Stadlan, 18, of West
Boca Raton, a freshman
majoring in mechanical
and aerospace engineer-
ing at Princeton Univer-
sity, said he worked on a
project to develop the
“e lec t ron ic nose , ” a
breathalyzer-like device
that can analyze gases in
human breath to detect
cancer and other dis-
eases of the lung, liver
and kidney.

He said he was glad to
have a summer program
i n a c o u n t r y t h a t h e
loves, interact with bril-
liant students and make
great friends. The high-

light was an overnight
trip to Jerusalem where
all of the students went
to the Western Wall, Sta-
dlan said.

Feldan, 20, of Boca
Raton, a junior majoring
in economics at Bran-
deis University, said he
worked on research in
the Technion’s physics
department. He studied
the repetition of the pat-
terns that metal filings
make in water when an
electric current goes
through them. The re-
search can be applied to
medicine in the detec-
tion of glaucoma, to ge-
o g r a p h y i n d r a w i n g
maps and to finance, Fel-
dan said.

He said he met “really
smart people with be-
liefs and upbringings to-
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t a l l y d i f f e r e n t f r o m
mine.”

Laura Becker, direc-
tor of college preparato-
ry studies at Weinbaum
Yeshiva High School,

said the school is ex-
tremely proud of the ac-
complishments of the
students. The SciTech
program, Becker added,
is an “excellent match
for academically tal-
ented and motivated stu-
dents.”
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Jonah Stein, a senior at
the Weinbaum Yeshiva
High School in Boca Ra-
ton, wants to be a doctor.
But the 17-year-old Boca
Raton resident went out-
side his comfort zone of
medicine for a few weeks
during the summer when
h e w o r k e d o n a g a m e
theory project with a top
research scientist at the
Technion-Israel Institute
of Technology.

“I really wanted to be in
Israel,” Stein said, adding
that he also wanted to be a
part of “Technion nation.”
Researchers at Israel’s
premier university for sci-
ence and technology have
won three Nobel Prize
awards in the last eight
years.

Stein said he wanted to

work with stem cells but
there were no opportuni-
ties for research in that
area. Game theory, he
said, combined math and
science with analysis of
human behavior and deci-
sion-making.

H e a n d l a b p a r t n e r
Libby Landerberg, 17,
from England analyzed
the electoral methods of
several nations and sug-
gested changes to Israel’s
electoral system. “We
changed the whole idea,”
he said. “It’s not the party
that chooses the coalition,
it’s the people.”

Stein said he liked the
diversity of the high school
students — the places they
were from and their reli-
gions. The 37 students in
the Technion’s SciTech

program came from eight
U.S. states, Israel, Canada
the United Kingdom, Italy
and Serbia.

Stein was the fourth
Weinbaum Yeshiva gradu-
ate in as many years to
participate in the Tech-
nion’s summer research
program. Others include
Joshua Stadlan in 2010,
Avi Feldan in 2009 and
Shmuel Dresner in 2008.

Stadlan, 18, of West
Boca Raton, a freshman
majoring in mechanical
and aerospace engineer-
ing at Princeton Univer-
sity, said he worked on a
project to develop the
“ e l e c t r o n i c n o s e , ” a
breathalyzer-like device
that can analyze gases in
human breath to detect
cancer and other diseases

of the lung, liver and kid-
ney.

He said he was glad to
have a summer program
in a country that he loves,
interact with brilliant stu-
dents and make great
friends. The highlight was
an overnight trip to Jeru-
salem where all of the stu-
dents went to the Western
Wall, Stadlan said.

Feldan, 20, of Boca Ra-
ton, a junior majoring in
economics at Brandeis
University, said he worked
on research in the Tech-
nion’s physics depart-
ment. He studied the repe-
tition of the patterns that
metal filings make in wa-
ter when an electric cur-
rent goes through them.
The research can be ap-
plied to medicine in the de-

tection of glaucoma, to ge-
ography in drawing maps
and to finance, Feldan
said.

He said he met “really
smart people with beliefs
and upbringings totally
different from mine.”

Laura Becker, director
of college preparatory

studies at Weinbaum Ye-
shiva High School, said
the school is extremely
proud of the accomplish-
ments of the students. The
SciTech program, Becker
added, is an “excellent
match for academically
talented and motivated
students.”
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