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My children absolutely LOVE the Uncle Moishy song that teaches 
them: �“Kol mitzvah leveinah hee, every mitzvah is a brick, you 
see�….�” When that song comes to bat on our CD player, it never 
fails to rouse a chorus from the backseat of our car.  

In those rare moments of sibling harmony, I never bothered to pay much attention to the words, but 
this week�’s parsha made me take notice. 
 
In perhaps the most famous phrase from Parashat Terumah, Hashem commands us to build Him a 
physical sanctuary: �“Ve�’asu li mikdash veshachanti b�’tocham.�” This mitzvah has been understood 
by our sages to apply to the Mishkan that Moshe built in the wilderness, as well as to the two Batei 
Mikdash that stood in Yerushalayim. In both locations, this sanctuary was to serve as Hashem�’s 
house, or in other words, a place where we could attempt to feel Hashem�’s presence despite His 
divine intangibility and our limited human perception. 
 
I am lucky enough to have spent good quality time in Israel, and I have davened at the Kotel many 
times, yet I still struggle: How am I supposed to relate to the Beit Hamikdash in my lifetime? I�’ve 
seen pictures, studied diagrams, and even watched YouTube videos that attempt to bring the ex-
perience to life, but I�’m still not sure I have any feelings for a building I�’ve never seen with my own 
eyes. So when I stand in shul this Shabbat and listen to the parsha being read aloud, and kal 
v�’chomer, when I sit on the floor on Tisha B�’Av and read Kinot, what am I supposed to feel? How do 
I understand what I�’ve lost when I�’m not sure I appreciate it in the first place? 
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Chazal point out that the grammar of our pasuk is strange.  It should say, 
�“Ve�’asu li mikdash veshachanti b�’tocho,�” which means that if we build a 
sanctuary, Hashem will dwell in it. However, our pasuk promises that if we 
build a sanctuary, Hashem will dwell in �“them,�” a reference to Bnei Yisrael.  



This week�’s parsha begins with Hashem�’s instruction to "take" a donation for the Mishkan.  
Grammatically, it seems that the Torah should say to "give" a donation.  
 
A simple explanation to this problem can be found in the idea that when we give to another, or to 
something, with good intent we are also taking. We are taking away with us the added gain of a 
mitzvah. The money that we own is temporary, but our good deeds are eternal. A wise man once 
said, �“All that I really own is what I have given away.�”  
 
Additionally, we are told in this week's parsha that the proper way to give is with a full heart.  
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Lucky 13 
Chaim Bitterman (�‘13) 

It�’s all in the intent 
Yaakov Griner (�‘15) 

In this week�’s parsha, Hashem commands the Jewish nation to build a Mishkan. This enormous 
task requires many donations from various resources within the Jewish people.  The Torah seems 
to list 15 materials that Bnei Yisrael is commanded to donate in order to fully construct each aspect 
of the Mishkan. 

Rashi, however, explains that there are only 13 materials needed from Bnei Yisrael.  Therefore, the 
question is, why does the Torah list 15?  

The Siftei Chachamim answers this by stating that either the different wools should all count as 
one, since they only vary in color, or, according to Rashi, the stones that the Nesiim donate are not 
counted.  The Mizrachi also states that only 13 materials are needed.  He poses that the shittim 
wood (which is used to build the Mishkan) is not counted since it has been prepared by Yaakov 
many years prior. In addition, the techatim (another material needed for the Mishkan) is not 
counted because it comes from an animal that Hashem specifically makes for this occasion. 

From the above, the question arises as to why the mefarshim try so hard to establish that there are 
only 13 different types of materials used and not settle with the pshat of 15? 

The answer is that the number 13 is very significant. As the Olelot Ephraim discusses, 13 is the age 
of a Bar Mitzvah, when one begins to serve Hashem. There are 13 midot shehaTorah nidreshet ba-
hem (hermeneutical laws)- representing the Torah. The Torah mentions the word �“bris�” 13 times in 
relation to circumcision, and the yud gimel midot- 13 attributes of God�– kindness.  
 
In Yechezkel it says, �“The 13 items that you designated for Me were merely replacements for the 
13 forms of sustenance (kindness) that I provided for you in Egypt�” (Chapter 16).   
 
Still, why 13?   
 
The world stands on three pillars: kindness, Torah, and service to Hashem. These three crucial ele-
ments of our being are all connected to the number 13, as the Olelot Ephraim showed in his exam-
ples. Therefore it is befitting that in coming to build the Mishkan, a dwelling place for God, we do so 
with 13 materials that remind us of how to live and structure our lives, fulfilling the three things that 
sustain this world.  



Griner continued 
 
The Midrash says that Betzalel, the architect of the Mishkan, is able to discern the intentions of 
those who donate, and thus he determines how each donation should be used in the Mishkan. For 
instance, when somebody donates with pure intentions, his donation is used for the Aron Kodesh, 
whereas somebody who gives begrudgingly would have his donation used for pegs to hold up the 
Mishkan walls. Even today when we donate money to any cause, we must be sure to have the pur-
est of intentions so that our money can be applied in the purest way.             

A common question asked about the Mishkan is, to whom does it really belong? Is it for Hashem or 
for the people?  
 
Traditionally, the answer given is that it is a dwelling place for Hashem.  
 
However, a different approach may be taken, exposing the ideas of liberty and equality in the Torah.  
 
The Mishkan belongs to the people because the people contribute everything in order to build and 
maintain it. The Kohanim and Leviim serve the people, and serve Hashem on behalf of the people. 
They serve the nation through the people's Mishkan.  
 
Hashem does not want any institution to have too much power and therefore dominate the people. 
The Kohanim and Leviim do not own any land, and cannot serve as kings, so that they can not take 
too much power and be tyrannical.  
 
The fact that the power of the Kohamin and Leviim is limited teaches us a very important lesson�— 
the value of each individual. Hashem goes to great lengths to ensure that every person�’s voice is 
heard, and not just the voices of the Kohanim and Leviim. Every individual�’s thoughts and opinions 
are valuable, and we must learn to appreciate the vital role that every Jew plays in building our na-
tion 

Serve the People 
Jacob ovadia (�‘13) 

But, do you want to? 
Julie barel (�‘13) 

 
You know those situations where you call up a good friend, ask him for a favor, and can immedi-
ately tell from the silence on the other end that he does not want to do it? He responds he cannot 
do it; it will not work out for him. You say, �“Forget it, thank you so much for considering it �–I�’ll ask 
somebody else.�” But then he insists, �“No, no please I am going to work it out.�” So you assure him, 
�“Really, it�’s not a big deal. I�’ll ask somebody else." However, this friend insists and by the time you 
hang up the phone you are left with this feeling that you are a burden on your friend's life. You sulk 
over the thought that you tremendously inconvenienced him and disturbed whatever it is that he 
wanted to otherwise be doing, and you just wish you had not called in the first place.  
 
In the beginning of this week�’s parsha, Hashem tells Moshe to call out to Bnei Yisrael to bring dona-
tions for the building of the Mishkan, a place that will house Hashem�’s presence. This particular 
capital campaign is unique in that one has to be qualified in order to give. The way that one would 
qualify would not be based on a bank account, but rather on how much he wants to give and how 
much he desires to be a part of the project.  
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Horowitz continued 
 
The Ohr HaChaim suggests that this means that the Mishkan should be placed in the center of the 
camp, surrounded by the 12 tribes of Bnei Yisrael. Others have suggested that �“they�” are our shuls, 
our mikdashei me�’at that serve to connect us to Hashem in our own communities. 
 
Rav Eliyahu Dessler, in his masterpiece Michtav M�’Eliyahu, explains that building a house for 
Hashem is much simpler that it sounds. While at times in our history, this mitzvah required precious 
stones and fine textiles, in reality the best home for Hashem is inside each of us. Bringing Hashem 
into this physical world requires us to make room for Him inside our hearts and minds. Once we 
make space and invite Hashem in, when we recognize the godliness within us, we have fulfilled our 
obligation to build a mikdash. And, of course, the opposite is also true. When we fail to connect to 
Hashem and we don�’t recognize the spark of godliness inside us, we destroy that mikdash and 
send Hashem into exile, the equivalent of a churban.  
 
So when we sit on the floor on Tisha B�’Av, we are not only mourning the Beit Hamikdash, but also 
our own spiritual self-destruction, our inability to connect to Hashem. But, like I said before, we can-
not understand what we have lost until we appreciate it in the first place. So this week, when we 
hear Parshat Terumah read aloud in shul, let�’s focus on our positive obligation to �“rebuild the mik-
dash.�” Let�’s remember that no matter who we are or where we find ourselves, we have that spark 
of Hashem inside of us. Our task is to uncover what�’s hidden, to break down barriers so that we can 
build the walls of our own inner Mishkan brick by brick. 

Barel continued 
 
The Torah tells us that one can only take money from someone whose heart motivates and inspires 
him to donate. Rashi comments that one must have a good desire in order to be involved. Hashem 
is saying, �“I don�’t need your gold, silver or copper to build myself a home. All that I want from you is 
the relationship. I want you to want to be a part of the building of my home for me. And if you want 
to be a part of that, I welcome your gift. But, if it is a burden on you and you would rather not, 
please do not do me any favors."  
 
Hashem's message is, �“keep your money to yourself.�” He only wants it if you want to be a part of it. 
We must do favors with a smile that says: �“I love doing this.�” That is the type of home that Hashem 
wants to dwell in and that is the type of home that we all should dwell in. 


