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If you peruse the parshiot of Tazriah and Metzorah you will find a 
number of different types of tumah discussed: tumat leida (impurity 
as a result of giving birth), tumat tzaraat (impurity as a result of a 
skin disease), tumat zav (impurity as a result of a non-seminal mis-
sion from the male reproductive organ),  (impurity as 
a result of a seminal emission), tumat nida (impurity as a result of 
menstruation), and tumat zava (impurity as a result of non-menstrual 
bleeding). 

There is one glaring omission from this discussion of tumah- tumat meit (impurity as a result of death).  Why is 
this most extreme form of tumah omitted? 

In order to understand this omission, it is crucial to understand what the forms of tumah that are mentioned 
have in common.  One theory is that all tumah stems from death.  One can easily explain that  
and tumat nida stem from the loss of a potential life. , tumat zav and zava also originate from the reproductive 
organs, and tzaraat, which many commentators say throughout Tanach - 
appearing as if dead.  It is much more difficult to explain tumat leida  

If we examine, however, tumat leida not from the perspective of the child but from that of the mother, it is possi-
ble to see the connection to the theme.  While the child goes on to live an independent life, the mother loses 
what has to this point been a part of her (ubar yerech imo)- perhaps an explanation for post-partum depression.  
This understanding of tumah only strengthens the question, if all tumah stems from death, it makes even less 

tumah ( ) to be omitted. 

Rav Shimshon Raphael Hirsch offers a different approach to tumah.  While animals are completely physical 
creatures, every person is made up of a physical side and a spiritual side.  When the physical, the nefesh habe-
hamit, dominates, when we act on the level of an animal, we become tamei.   

moach (mind), the lev 
(heart), and the kaved (literally the liver, but used to represent the physical aspects of the body)- together the 
roshei teivot spell melech (king).  A person stands on two legs showing a clear hierarchy of decision making (top 
down)- moach, then lev, then kaved.  However, if a person acts like an animal, metaphorically standing on four 
legs, the moach, lev, and  kaved are all on the same level, giving the physical aspects of a person as much im-
portance as the spiritual. 
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Every aspect of life of the human world is said to have a parallel in the spiritual world. One such example is the 
relationship between a man and a woman that leads to the birth of children. In Shir Hashirim, this special and 
holy relationship is compared to the union between Hashem and the Jewish people.  
 

parsha opens with a woman giving birth, the process of circumcision that follows the birth of a boy, 
and the sacrifices a mother must bring after going through labor.  
 
Rabbi Chaim Ibn Attar explains that, just like in Shir Hashirim, there is a deeper understanding for the event of a 
woman giving birth. The child being born represents redemption, a product of the holy relationship between 
Hashem and the Jewish people.  The spirituality and feeling of completion experienced by a couple after the 
birth of their child mirrors the feelings upon building and completing a strong and lasting relationship with 
Hashem.  
 
Throughout the history of the Jewish people, there exists a strong theme of galut (exile), followed by geulah 
(redemption). This was experienced by the Jews in Egypt, followed by the story of Purim in Babylon, and then 
during the Chanukah story when Bnei Yisrael were redeemed from Syrian-Greek oppression.  Each time, how-
ever, after a miraculous redemption, another galut soon followed.   
 
As Jewish people, our hope is to achieve a redemption that will last  an experience that can only be attained 

ship. We must focus on guarding the commandments of the Torah so that our relationship with Hashem is real, 
and thus the product will be an everlasting redemption.  
 

Self-Cleansing  
  

parsha, Parshat Shemini, ended with the topic of kashrut parsha, Parshat Tazria, 
opens with the laws of childbirth. When a woman gives birth to her child, she is impure for a certain amount of 
time.  

Rashi is puzzled by the juxtaposition of kashrut and childbirth. Rabbi Simlai in the midrash of Vayikra Rabbah an-
swers that just as the forming of man came after that of all the cattle, beasts, and fowl during the days of creation, 
so too the Torah explains certain laws of impurity after describing the cattle, beasts, and fowl which are impure. 
Here in our parsha, the Torah presents these laws in the same sequence that we find the beings of the world cre-
ated in .  

Hashem is telling us that our mission is to distinguish between tumah and taharah;; impurity and purity. Not only 
must we be able to tell the difference, but we must also know how to act and react differently towards each one of 
them. One is to be avoided;; the other is to be drawn closer, and in this case, even eaten.  

In light of this, we now see that the connection between the parshiyot is not the relationship between kashrut and 
childbirth, but between one kind of tumah and another. The first kind of tumah is one that seems to take a physical 
form. Certain animals are tamei, Tamei Hu Lachem
example.  
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Sarah Tepper Continued 

It seems that this form of tumah is generated by the animal's physical make-up, and the animal is therefore 
tamei from a physical standpoint. That is to say, Hashem has branded this particular animal as tamei. The ani-
mal cannot go to the mikvah and emerge as spiritually cleansed.  

This is not the case, however, regarding the tumah of a person, namely a mother. Her tumah is much more ab-
stract and spiritual than that of a non-kosher animal. One might have thought that creation is something that 
happened at one point in time, and is forever buried in history, but Rabbi Simlai comes to teach us the contrary.  
 
Included in the idea of creation is a constant connection between us and Hashem. The Torah is our life, blood, 
and source for constant connection to Hashem. Rabbi Simlai reminds us of this by stating that just as the formal 
creation process happened in a certain order, so too the laws of the Torah are fashioned in such an order. 
Through the performance of what the Torah asks of us, we constantly re-establish our connection to Hashem, 
just as He does with us. 

parsha, God commands the Jews many laws regarding tzaraat, leprosy.  Tzaraat is a spiritual skin 
disease that is most commonly known as the punishment for speaking lashon harah.  Tzaraat appears as a white 

parsha, addresses the disease on the body.   
 
Hashem says if a man has a little bit of tzaraat on the them, they shall be deemed impure by the Kohen. Hashem 
appoints a Kohen to judge the blemish because it is a spiritual job, and then goes on to say that a person who is 

 A man who is  completely covered in 
tzaraat is to be deemed pure by the Kohen.  But, the two ideas are contradictory;; a man who only has a mild case 
of tzaraat is considered impure, but one who is fully afflicted with the disease is completely pure?   
 
There is truly no contradiction because the Torah is using reverse psychology. Rabbi Shimshon Raphael Hirsch ex-

tzaraat has done a lesser sin  than the per-
son with full-fledged tzaraat, but the person covered completely in white would be aware of his sin and be unable 
to defend it because of the proof on his skin. Since the man with the spot of tzaraat has not done a sin so notice-

, he may try to find loopholes and overlook his mistake as a minor sin, possibly 
coming to the conclusion that he does not need to better himself.    
 
Hashem, in his ultimate wisdom, takes human nature into account because as humans, we tend to be blinded 
when analyzing our own mistakes, and try to justify them, even if we are wrong. To prevent this from happening, the 
Torah emphasizes that any little white spot on ones body is deemed impure, so the person realizes their mistake 
and does teshuvah. However, the man who is completely covered in tzaraat, his whitened skin stands as a proof to 
his sin. Therefore, in order not to completely embarrass the man covered in tzaraat, the Torah deems him pure. 
 
An example of this would be if you failed a test. You can fail with a 64% and other times you may fail with a 20% or 

you were to get a 0 on a test, you have no excuses and you would definitely realize that you did poorly and need to 
improve, even without any hints. The overall lesson here is that when you fail something, whether it be a test in 
school or a test that Hashem presents you with, you cannot make excuses for yourself and wait for others to re-
buke you, rather you should try again by putting more effort into correcting what was not done 100 percent. 

  A  Perfect  Score    
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Rabbi Houben Continued 

tumah 
derstand why tumat meit was left out of this discussion of tumah.  Unlike animals, who are only tamei in death, 
people can become tamei even in life.  The Torah is only discussing those aspects of tumah which are uniquely hu-
man, that distinguish people from animals. 

Human beings are unique because they have been endowed by their creator with the gift of spirituality.  As long as 
we act in a dignified manner, thinking before we act- allowing our moach to be the executive, we walk on two legs 
holding our heads high.  But when we are like animals, when the physical dominates the spiritual and we give as 
much kavod to the kaved as we do to the moach and lev, we encounter tumah. 
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