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SHOSHANA LINZER (‘12) It is no where to be found. Look up and down, backwards and forwards, inside

ADINA SAN SoLo (‘11) 3 and out; you will not find nwn’s name mentioned in this week’s nw1o. Why?

Furthermore, the question is compounded by the fact that the omission seems

SAGIV ZEHAVI “12) 4 to be deliberate.

The beginning of the nwn9o begins with the words: "nnxi", instead of the usual-" 1nx7 nwn 7x 'n 1211 ". Over and
over again, the nnin creates settings in the nwns where nwn’s name, by all rights, should appear — only to exclude
it from the text on each occasion.

The Utah Jazz had an extraordinary basketball player from 1984-2003. He was a mere 6’1 and 175 Ibs. His name
was John Stockton. Stockton is regarded as one of the best point guards of all time. What made him so unique?
John Stockton holds the NBA records for most career assists and steals by considerable margins.

We are told in niax 'i719," niman nx 1000 ?T1apnn InT'R " Someone who is not always thinking about themselves,
but the greater good of those around him, will inherently be honored. If you focus on how you can help those
around you, then you are also helping improve the way you live your life. In the NBA, there is a strong focus on
scoring points. To come to the realization that sometimes it is not about what | can do to better my career, rather
how can | help my team and teammates excel in their game, is a rarity.

Rabbi Shmuel Goldin explains that this nwn belongs to |hnx. This nwno introduces the role that pnx and his
descendants will assume throughout the ages. nwn is certainly present, however nnx is the center of attention.
nwn, the greatest leader of our people, knows that, at times, each of us must step aside to allow others to shine.

With this idea in mind, we can now explain the difference between the classic stones on the jwin (breast plate) of
the |n> and the stones on the Tiox (apron-like garment). The |win had many individual stones, while the TIox’s
stones were all the same. Rabbi Moshe Lichtenstein explains that the clothing of the 717a |n> illustrates the notion
of personal balance in our lives. The stones of the jwin encourage us to express our individuality, while the stones
of the Tiox highlight the need for indentifying with the collective whole. The |wuin, the expression of individuality,
was worn on the heart - the seat of our personality. The Tiox, the expression of our collective personality, was worn
on our shoulders (upon which rest the burden of community). They have to remain attached.

Our role in society is two-fold. At times we need to express ourselves and the many talents that we possess. On
the other hand, we also need to assist others and the community at large in order to help them stand out as well.

OFORTUNATE FOR TORAHY¢



HONEST To G-D
LIEL REINFELD (‘11)

This week’s parsha continues to deal with the construction of the Mishkan (Tabernacle) ,which the Jewish
People built during their trek through the desert. Hashem instructs Moshe to tell Bnei Yisrael to donate the raw
materials necessary for the construction of the Mishkan. This was undoubtedly a successful campaign. The
response of the Jews was so enthusiastic that Moshe subsequently announced that everyone should discon-
tinue bringing donations; there were more than enough funds to turn the blueprints into an ornate haven for
Hashem.

The Beit HaLevi notes that the commandment to build the Mishkan and its vessles does not make sense in
terms of the chronological order of events that occurred. He suggests that the reason for this is to juxtapose
the laws of the Mishkan with Parshat Mishpatim, which dealt with civil law and justice. Before one begins to be
generous with his money, he has to make sure the money comes from a legitimate source or business dealing.
Charity given from ill-gotten possessions is not viewed as actually “charitable” in the eyes of Hashem.

The Beit HalLevi compares this to Lulav Hagazul- the case mentioned in the Gemarah of someone who steals
any or all of the Arba Minim for Sukkot and use them to fulfill the mitzvah. It is considered better for a person to
not carry out a mitzvah at all than to use sinful methods.

Furthermore, the way that Moshe was instructed to command the Jewish People to donate towards the Mish-
kan seems somewhat unusual. The Torah states, “And they shall take (to) Me a donation.” It is odd that the
Torah doesn’t say, “They will give Me a donation.” On this peculiar wording the Midrash explains that one of
the deeper meanings of these words is that G-d is exhorting us to “take Him” as well. The Midrash writes as if
G-d is being quoted: “You have taken My Torah and My laws of justice (as is recorded in Parshat Mishpatim).
Take Me along with them!” What does it mean that Hashem wants us to take Him along?

The Beit HalLevi answers as follows: Understanding the truth in Torah and rendering correct legal decisions
are two things which are impossible to attain without G-d’s help. This is why the Talmud states “whoever
learns Torah, G-d learns opposite him.” We need His help to come to the truth. The process requires us to
seek Hashem’s aid.

The Beit Halevi continues to support this theory with various psukim from Tanach. The wise King Shlomo, at
the onset of his career, prayed to Hashem to be given a heart that lends itself to discerning between good and
evil in order to be able to properly judge the Jewish People. The verse in Tehillim states, “G-d stands in the
council of judges” (Psalms 82:1). Hashem involves Himself in helping us view truth with clarity. This is how we
accept G-d together with the Torah.

Needless to say, if one learns Torah without the proper seriousness and intellectual honesty, has precon-
ceived notions, or with an agenda, he will not come to understand the true intentions of the Torah. Such a per-
son will only come to misconstrued conclusions about what Hashem expects from us. Furthermore, it has hap-
pened that such people have set themselves up as authorities and led many others away from the true mean-
ing of the Torah.

The entire parsha deals with bringing Hashem into the world. This is the champion of all achievements — to live
with Hashem’s presence among us. Everything else that a human being can attain pales in comparison to this
great accomplishment. Our forefathers lived with Hashem’s presence for over a thousand years, and we have
the ability to reinvent this holiness. It requires effort, study, and commitment. May we merit seeing Hashem in
our daily lives.

WE ARE OUR OWN LIGHT
SHOSHANA LINZER (‘12)

When describing the ideal olive oil one uses to light the menorah in the Beit Hamikdash, the Torah insists
on only using the purest of olive oils (shemen zayit zach). What is the significance of using oil? Further-
more, what is the inherent value in using olive oil? Why wouldn’t the purest form of another oil suit
Hashem’s needs?

Continued on page 3




Shoshana Linzer continued

Yirmiyahu the Prophet relays Hashem’s words to the Jewish people, calling them by the G-d given title of za'it
ra’anan, a leafy olive. Why does Hashem draw the comparison of the Jewish people to an olive and how does
it explain why Hashem commands the specific use of olive oil when lighting the menorah?

Just as oil does not mix evenly with water or most other liquids, the Jewish people cannot fully assimilate with
other nations. Despite constant attempts throughout history of Jews trying to rid themselves of their true iden-
tities in order to “blend in” better with their surrounding non-Jewish neighbors, they ultimately do not succeed
and are often rejected. Hashem chooses to let Himself shine through the oil of the menorah as a way of re-
minding the Jews that He will always be on their side, even when the rest of the world is against them.

The way in which the oil is retrieved from the olive is through a vigorous and time consuming process of being
ground repeatedly by a large stone in order to salvage the first few drops of oil. These drops are then desig-
nated to be used in the Beit Hamikdash. It is interesting to note that when the olives are beaten and put
through a laborious process, what emerges is something so pure and holy that it is reserved solely to be used
for the menorah. Tragically, a similar sequence repeatedly occurs to the Jewish people. They are beaten, per-
secuted, and denigrated wherever they go, yet despite these atrocities, they continue to resurface, with their
faith in Hashem fully intact.

The use of olive oil not only shows the external uniqueness of the Jewish nation in our ability to resist assimi-
lation, but it also stands as a testament to our capability to rise above the adversity in our lives and, instead,
lead a life enriched with Torah and love for Hashem.

CHOOSING TO NoT HAVE A CHOICE
ADINA SAN SoLo (‘11)

The description and regal nature of the bigdei kehunah take center stage in this week’s parsha. The Torah
describes the four vestments of the kohen and the eight of the kohen gadol in great detail. We read that mate-
rials such as woven gold and jewels were used in many of the garments.

The Gemara Zevachim explains that if a kohen was not wearing his proper garments, he would not be able to
perform his priestly duties. The garments donned by the kohanim are essential to the service of Hashem in
the Beit Hamikdash, a service that is one of the three pillars on which the world stands (Pirkei Avot 1:2).

The Meshech Chachmah makes a unique observation about the bigdei kehunah by drawing attention to the
pasuk which states that the garments were “I’chavod u'litifaret’- for honor and for glory. Normally, something
achieves an honorable status when it is an accessory (has no practical function). For example, a king is most
honored by his crown because this accessory is seemingly unnecessary. If something has a mundane func-
tion, then it normally does not give off a sense of honor or prestige. The bigdei kehunah are exceptions; they
were needed in order to carry out the services in the Beit Hamikdash, yet their function was to bring honor
and glory to Hashem.

From this we can learn a general lesson that is applicable in our daily lives. There is a duality present in our
service to Hashem that almost seems contradictory. We have 613 commandments that are not optional. They
are not spontaneous acts of love from us to Hashem. One could view them as strictly regimented and con-
trolled acts that are expected and demanded of us, devoid of meaning.

Yet, when we perform the commandments — when we have a beautiful Shabbat with our families, when we
are kind to those less fortunate, when we daven with kavanah — we feel a closeness to Hashem. Our souls
are enriched with spirituality as we express our love for Hashem and our willingness to sacrifice for our Crea-
tor. The same acts which are absolutely necessary are acts that bring honor and glory to Hashem. True fulfill-
ment is attained when we follow Hashem’s master plan for each of us.

(Adapted from yutorah.org by Rabbi Maury Grebenau)
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