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     Perhaps the most enigmatic personality amongst our forefathers, and                       
     possibly in the entire book of Breishit, is that of Yitzchak.  While the Torah                                          
     spends much ink discussing Avraham and Yaakov, there is little information             
     provided about the life of Yitzchak.   

 
We hear of the trials of Avraham: leaving his country and birthplace  behind, waiting patiently to conceive a child, 
and preparing to sacrifice of his long awaited son.  We are told of the struggles of Yaakov: from his early clashes 
with his brother Esav, to the trickery of Lavan
generation in between- the life of Yitzchak- takes up strikingly little space in the pages of the Torah.  

 

parsha  . All the 
commentators struggle with this difficult phrase.  Why does the Torah need to list Avraham here at all? Even if 

complete the pasuk 
vided for this question. Perhaps the most obvious and compelling answer is that the essence of Yitzchak, the 

 

Avraham was a man of the people- the outreach professional- spreading monotheism to the world. Yitzchak, how-
ever, was more reserved and inwardly focused. Despite his very different personality and focus, Yitzchak followed 
the path laid out by his father and literally followed in his footsteps.  When he was finished, he passed the mantle 
of leadership to his son Yaakov.  Yitzchak was the bridge between generations, the connection between Avraham 
and Yaakov.  Without a Yitzchak there would never have been a Yaakov. 

Yitzchak represents something that we can all relate to.  Yitzchak was a link in the chain connecting generations 
and passing on the mesorah from his father to his son.  He is the symbol of the daily grind, the challenge of nor-
malcy, real life, day in and day out.  His father was the outgoing patriarch of a nation, his son the father of the 
twelve tribes and in his own right the father of a nation that bears his name.  Yitzchak is the link that holds it all 
together.  
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parsha, Esav and Yaakov are born. Their conflict between their divergent lifestyles come to a 
head when Yaakov purchases the brachah from Esav. It seems pretty straight-forward. Yaakov will now get 
the brachah originally intended for Esav. However, when the time comes for the brachot 
not so simple. When Yitzchak calls Esav to get the brachah

 
 

get away with stealing the brachah.  
 

 the sound of Torah  is heard, then the hands of Esav  
the threats of our enemies  have no power. However, when the voice of Torah is weakened, the hands of 
Esav may overcome us. The lesson we can learn is two-fold. First, that the conflict between the two brothers 
has an effect on our future. Secondly, as the children of Yaakov, we must always stay strong and learn Torah.  

Hold  Your  Hands  Up  High!  
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(Concept from Rabbi Goldberg of Boca Raton Synagogue) 

The  Hidden  Hero  
  

parshah, Yitzchak and his wife Rivkah both daven passionately that they should be able to con-
ceive and bear a child.  As it says in Bereishit 25:21

pasuk, asking 
just them
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If someone offered you millions of dollars if you did them a favor, would you 
agree?  You might be a little skeptical and question whether or not this person 
would really give you such a large sum of money.  But what if you knew absolutely, 
that this person was going to carry through and give you the money?  You would 
no doubt agree to the exchange immediately. 

In Parshat Toldot, Live in this land (of Israel) and I will be 
Hashem proceeds to list all of the many great rewards he 

will give to Yitzchak if Yitzchak chooses to live in Israel.  When Hashem promises 
anything, there is no doubt that Hashem will carry through on His promise.  If so, 
there would be no reason whatsoever for Yitzchak to choose not to live in Israel. 

 

 

rewards that Hashem promises if there is no test involved? 
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Rabbi  Houben  continued 

The Ein Yaakov recounts an argument amongst the rabbis as to what is the most important verse in the To-
rah.  One suggests that it is the pasuk of Shema, in which we express the most basic principle of our faith,                

In the end, the Ein Yaakov concludes that the most important verse in the Torah 
What is 

so important about this mitzvah that it trumps these other lofty commandments?   
 
The answer is the message of consistency.  The korban tamid was brought each morning and afternoon, day 
after day, without fail. We are naturally drawn to the excitement of fireworks, but do not give the aura of a 
light bulb a second thought.  The fireworks fade in an instant. The light bulb, however, is a constant source of 
light.  The inspirational power of fireworks is far greater than that of a light bulb, but at the end of the day, 
one is fleeting and the other is enduring.  Avraham was a charismatic individual, rich in character and morals, 
a fitting founding father of a great nation. We would not have survived for as long, however, as we have if all 
our leaders were such.  We needed a Yitzchak to teach us the lesson of consistency.  Inspirational events 
and speeches are fleeting if we do not harness their ability to move us and translate that into our everyday 
lives.  This is the challenge that faces us on a daily basis. 


