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HANNAH BENDER (13) 2 RABBI NOAH ZISQUIT
ADINA SAN SoLO (‘11) 2-3 | once attended the concert of a band that included two brothers who had not performed

RASHEL MAIHKOR (‘12) 3 togetherin ten years. The crowd was very excited to watch the brothers reunite and perform
on stage. In the midst of their performance, one brother casually walked off of the stage
because he had a plane to catch. This unusual scene conjured a simple question in my
TABLE TALK 4 mind. Why did this musician have to book a flight that directly conflicted with his big
performance? Couldn’t he have finished the show and opted for a later flight?

SAGIV ZEHAVI ‘12) 4

In this week’s parsha, Yaakov Avinu wrestles with a man who our Sages reveal is none other than the Guardian Angel of Esav in
the guise of a man. Our Sages also explain that this was no ordinary wrestling match, rather it was the ultimate struggle between
good and evil. If Yaakov were to triumph in this battle, then there would be hope for the spiritual survival. If the Guardian Angel of
Esav were to overtake Yaakov, then all hope would be lost. The stakes could not be higher!

In the midst of the wrestling match, as Yaakov is prevailing over the angel of Esav, the angel begs Yaakov to release him. Rashi
explains that the angel asks Yaakov to have mercy on him and settle the brawl, because it is now time for the angel to depart
and sing praises to Hashem.

Talk about bad timing! Right in the middle of one of the most significant battles in Jewish history, the angel has to excuse himself
because it's his turn to sing. Couldn’t the angel have rescheduled a later appointment to coronate and glorify Hashem, one that
did not interfere with his battle against Yaakov?

The Koshnitser Magid explains that this interruption was no mere coincidence. When one sings before Hashem, he praises
Hashem for giving him the opportunity to be Hashem's messenger in this world and carry out Hashem’s desires. (Note: the words
angel and messenger are translated into to the same word in Hebrew). The fact is that Hashem encourages us to succeed and to
possess the moral strength to be able to refrain from succumbing to our evil inclinations.

Our Sages teach us that the angel of Esav and the yeitzer hara are equivalent. As we are well aware, the yeitzer hara, as well as
the Angel of Esav, serves to sway us off the path of Hashem's ways. While this may be so, ultimately the yeitzer hara hopes that
we will defeat it.

When Yaakov is fighting with the angel of Esav, the angel realizes that he is not able to defeat Yaakowv. It is precisely at that
moment that the angel asks to be released. It is only when Yaakov proves himself to be unstoppable against Esav's angel that
the angel's mission is complete. By Yaakov showing that he could withstand the angel of Esav, he is attesting to the fact that he
will not surrender to the temptations of his yeitzer harah. The yeitzer harah has now fulfilled his purpose as Hashem’s
Messenger and therefore praises Hashem in helping in Yaakov's accomplishment.

We must always remember that Hashem loves us and wants us to succeed. Shabbat Shalom!
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THINK SMALL
HANNAH BENDER (‘13)

Upon arriving for his early morning court hearing, Samuel, a lawyer in Jerusalem, was unable to find a
parking spot. He encircled the perimeter of the lot for over 30 minutes, but was unsuccessful. Finally, in a helpless
plea he cried out: “Hashem, if You help me find a parking spot, | promise to donate ten percent of my annual
income to charity, daven three times a day, and wait six hours in between eating milk and meat! Please just help
me find a parking spot!” Aimost instantaneously, the car in front of him slowly reversed from its spot. Astounded
and thankful, Samuel turned his head toward the roof of his car (as if actually conversing with G-d) and announced,
“Never mind, | found a spot.”

Throughout the course of our lives we are privileged with many blessings from Hashem. In response to these
brachot many tend to react according to one of these two ways The first is thinking that something bad will follow
shortly thereafter. The second is believing that we ourselves did some praiseworthy deed in order to be deserving
of the blessing that was granted.

Neither of these reactions is congruent with the philosophy of living a “Torah life.” How are we supposed to
interpret brachot that are given to us on a daily basis without leaning towards either extreme?

The key to internalizing and interpreting blessings is identifying the shvil hazahav, or golden mean. We can learn
this idea of finding a healthy medium from Yaakov Avinu in this week’s parsha. Before Yaakov met with his brother
Esav for the first time since fled from his home, he turned to Hashem and earnestly confessed: “I humbled by the
favors you have done for Your servant.” It might seem that Yaakov felt as though he had used up all his “points”
with Hashem.

In truth, Yaakov was not scared of Hashem abandoning him, but rather he felt unworthy of the boundless chesed
that Hashem had performed for him throughout his life. When living in Charan, Hashem provided Yaakov with vast
wealth and a growing family. In return, Yaakov brought himself closer to Hashem. It is precisely this closeness that
overwhelmed Yaakov with humility. It is only through accepting Hashem'’s brachot for what they essentially are -
unearned privileges - that will we be able to see all that He does for us and how blessed we truly are.

HIDDEN STRENGTH
ADINA SAN SoLo (‘11)

“And the angels returned to Yaakov saying, ‘We came to your brother to Esav and he is also coming to greet you,
and four hundred men are with him.” And Yaakov was very afraid and it distressed him, so he divided the nation
that was with him*“(Bereishit 32:7-8)

Rashi comments that the seemingly repetitive description of Yaakov of being both “afraid and distressed” signifies
that Yaakov feared that he would be killed by Esav, and it distressed him that Esav might Kill others.

It is easy to understand why Yaakov would fear death when confronting his enraged brother and his four hundred
men. How is it possible then that Yaakov, the studious brother, had a fighting chance for a military victory against
his brother the experienced hunter?

In last week's parsha, Yaakov approaches the shepherds of Charan as they helplessly squatted by a well of water
that was covered by a huge rock. That rock served as a communal safe in the sense that the shepherds would only
begin removing the rock once all of the flocks had gathered around the well. This rock must have been quite large
for it to have demanded such numbers of men in order to be removed.

Continued on Page 3
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Adina San Solo continued

When Rachel appears with the sheep the Torah states, "And Yaakov drew close and removed the stone from on top

of the well, and he watered the sheep of Lavan, the brother of his mother." Rashi comments that Yaakov didn't
even roll the rock. He effortlessly pulled it out like one uncorks a bottle, and lifted the rock off of the well.

We learn from here that Yaakov possessed indescribable physical strength. He was not a weak man who avoided
confrontation with his brother because he feared being beaten up. Rather, it was a matter of principle for him to
avoid a violent conflict by praying and sending gifts instead.

During a London press conference in 1969 Golda Meir was reported to have said that when peace comes “we will

perhaps be able to forgive the Arabs for killing our sons. It will be harder, however, for us to forgive them for having

forced us to kill theirs."

We can now understand why Yaakov was so concerned to exercise his own terrible might. He preferred not display

his “mean side” and, thus, did everything possible to keep it hidden. It was not weakness and vulnerability that
compelled Yaakov to search for paths of peace in dealing with his arch enemy Esav, but rather it was a strategy

THE PATH AHEAD
RASHEL MAIKHOR (‘12)

High school is known to be a period of trial and error. It is a time when you begin the process of discovering and
developing into the person you will become. The way | see it is that there are two paths you can take: a path on
which you focus on your future and growth, or a path on which you focus on each day with no regard for tomorrow.

In this week’s parsha, we can see the consequences and benefits of choosing the right path. The famous fight
between Esav’s angel and Yaakov, Yaakov's the new name Yisrael, and the encounter Yaakov has with his brother
all represent one of paths of life- working towards the future. The fight with Esav’s angel is the first step Yaakov
takes to regain his strength and move forward; not only physically, but emotionally as well. Yaakov's hew name
Israel gives him the courage and motivation to continue and work for a better life for his children and future
generations.

After meeting face-to face, the two brothers immediately part ways. This encounter is exactly the closure Yaakov
needs. At this point, Yaakov realizes that it is time to let go of the past and to focus on the future of his family.
Yaakov is a perfect paradigm of a someone who learns to shift from the past and his own mistakes, to a man who
achieves his ultimate potential and allows great opportunities for his children.

On the other hand, Shimon and Levi chose the negative path, and decided to act before thinking of the
consequences. They took rage over the city of Shechem and burned it down because its prince took Dinah, their
sister, and raped her. In life, we may go through hardships and struggles, but we cannot lose hope and use
violence as the answer. Shimon and Levi represent those whose yeitzer hara takes over and controls them, which
in turn causes them to choose a path that revolves around pure instinct and actions. The choices of Shimon and
Levi may seem like the easier ones at first, but in the end, their actions follow them forever.

High school should be used as a stepping stone to the real world- a world filled with different and unique people

and beliefs, but also about learning and growing from them. The two paths- growing towards our futures or living for

the present- are difficult paths to choose from. With the help of the Torah, we can learn from our ancestors and
realize that our goal in life is not to live simply for the present. Our goal is to have the end in mind from the
beginning, in order to reach and accomplish our objective. Hashem does not present us with challenges so we can

just fail. He places obstacles before us for He has the confidence in us that we can overcome them, make the right

choices, and chose the right path. Shabbat Shalom!
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