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Lions and Tigers and Be’ers, Oh My!  
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In this week‘s parsha, Avraham‘s slave, Eliezer, faces the extremely difficult task of finding a wife for 
Yitzchak.  After much thought, Eliezer realizes he must search for a woman who exemplifies kindness, 
the most highly regarded character trait in Avraham‘s house.  
 
What makes kindness such an essential trait that it would prove to Eliezer that the person who displays 
kindness is the proper wife for Yitzchak? 
  
The Gemara tells us that the Torah starts with chesed and ends with chesed. Hashem performs the first 
act of chesed for Adam and Chava by dressing them. The last act of chesed in the Torah is Hashem‘s 
burying Moshe Rabbeinu. The act of burial is always known as chesed shel emes- the "true chesed"- 
since the deceased cannot return the kindness. 
  
Kindness is displayed by Moshe Rabbeinu when he shows concern for both the young and old sheep in 
his herd. This is the trait that results in his being chosen to lead Bnei Yisrael out of Egypt. We see that 
the men who descend from Ammon and Moab are punished severely for refusing to give Bnei Yisrael 
water when they are wandering in the desert. They are forever banned from marrying into our nation. 
 
 

 

 

 

 
Israel is truly remarkable. Almost every news report, political blog, and newspaper article discusses the 
ongoing conflict and brewing showdown in the Middle East. Such a small, seemingly unimposing country 
is the talk of the media and accused of creating international impasses. 
  
We find in this week‘s Torah portion what many interpret to be the historical source of the Jewish nation‘s 
claim to Eretz Yisrael. Avraham negotiates with Efron in hopes of agreeing to a reasonable price for 
Ma’arat HaMachpelah. The mefarshim, knowing that the Torah refrains from superfluous words, attempt 
to reason why twenty pasukim are allotted to the purchase of this land. Many explain that it is necessary 
to include this story in detail in order to attest to the validity of the Jewish ownership of the land of Israel. 
 
Rabbi Berel Wein provides us with an alterior explication of this transaction. He explains that if one were 
to only follow the p’shat of the p’sukim that recount Avraham‘s experience in Chevron, he or she would 
notice that the Torah begins by informing the reader that Avraham dwells amongst the residents of 
Chevron. They deem him a spiritual leader and beseech him to take possession of Ma’arat 
Hamachpelah free of charge. Avraham is not misled by their blandishments and empty promises- he 
understands that he cannot rely on their offer, for it can ultimately be withdrawn. He therefore takes 
matters into his own hands and purchases the field in which he sought to bury Sarah. Rabbi Wein 
elucidates for us that the Torah makes a clear effort to demonstrate the risk of relying on ―someone‘s 
word.‖ We cannot be gullible enough to count on a person‘s dependability, especially when we are 
dealing with the future of Eretz  Yisrael, or in modern reference, our Jewish State. 
  
In this pivotal time of peace talks – when land and settlements are up for negotiation – we, as active 
Zionists, cannot take the words of our enemies at face value. It is our role as politically conscious Jews in 
America, despite our geographical barrier, to advocate our staunch opposition against the forfeiting of 
the land of Israel to our enemies because, as we learn from Avraham Avinu, words can be meaningless 
and manipulative. The Land of Israel is not a bargaining piece, it is the driving force for our defenses. 
May all be safe and quiet in Eretz Yisrael. 

The Power of Kindness 
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Some years are simply better than others. According  to Rashi, Sarah Immeinu defied that truism since   
each year of her life was equally good. However, this seems to contradict the simple reading of the text. 
Sarah grappled with famine, infertility, and abduction by both Pharaoh and Elimelech—how is it possible 
that her years were equally favorable? 
 
Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik offers a beautiful insight.  Each stage in life is accompanied by a certain set of 
strengths and tools. Children are often endowed with idealism, zest, and curiosity. Over time, idealism 
dampens, zest fades, and curiosity weakens as one acquires wisdom, consistency, and maturity.  
 
Accordingly, the Rav writes, ―The child is endowed with a capacity of an all-absorbing faith and 
trustfulness; youth bursts with zealousness, idealism and optimism; the adult, mellowed with years, has 
the benefit of accumulated knowledge and dispassionate judgment.‖ (Reflections of the Rav, II pp. 88-
89)   
 
Sarah‘s evolution did not parallel this common phenomenon. She fused the idealism and spirit 
characteristic of a child with the wisdom of an adult. Each year was as satisfactory as the next because 
―the goodness of her life was equally distributed. She was at the same time a child in her total faith, 
youthful in her exuberant enthusiasm and an adult in her maturity and judgment.‖ (ibid) 
 
 
The Gemara in Bava Kama notes that Avraham had a distinct currency. He had a coin that bore the 
image of a young man and woman on one side and the image of an elderly man and woman on the 
other. According to Rav Yechiel Yaakov Weinberg, the currency symbolizes Avraham‘s and Sarah‘s 
distinct ability to synthesize the best of each stage in life. They unite both sides of the proverbial coin by 
simultaneously possessing both the energy and passion of youth and the maturity of age. 
  
 
As young adults, our task is two-fold. In order to emulate Avraham and Sarah, we have to channel our 
passions and enthusiasm and utilize them maturely and intelligently. However, as we grow older, we 
must keep these youthful qualities while we become more knowledgeable and responsible.  Perhaps 
then, we too will look back on our years and deem them equally good. 
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However, the question must be asked- why are they punished so harshly? We even let descendants of 
Amalek, the nation who we are obligated to kill, marry into our religion!  
 

The reason is that the men from Ammon and Moab are descendants of Lot, Avraham‘s cousin, who was 
saved from the city of Sodom in last week‘s parsha. Despite the fact that Hashem saves the lives of their 
parents, they treat Bnei Yisrael without any kindness when they encounter the Jewish people in the 
desert. This display of utter selfishness and ingratitude forever separates a Jew from an Ammonite and a 
Moabite. It‘s their lack of kindness that creates a permanent and unbreakable barrier.   
  
When Eliezer asks Rivkah to give him water, Eliezer does not know what to expect. When Rivkah not 
only fulfills his request but also gets water for his ten thirsty camels (no doubt a challenging task), Eliezer 
knows that she is the person who is meant to marry Yitzchak.  
  
We must recognize the importance of kindness in our lives. Caring and showing kindness for another 
person are basic requirements for every Jew! One must not live without it! 



 
"Isaac was forty years old when he married Rebecca the daughter of 
Bethuel." (Genesis 25:20) 

 

Sarah, Yitzchak‘s mother, had to suffer through ninety years of childlessness 
before finally becoming pregnant and having a son.  Sarah and Avraham 
worked their whole lives to proclaim the importance of monotheism and their 
son Yitzchak represented the future of the nation that Avraham and Sarah had 
worked so hard to establish. 

 

It is not hard to imagine that Sarah and Avraham were eager for their only son 
to get married and begin a family to ensure the continuity of the Jewish nation.  
Still, it was only after the akeidah that Yitzchak begins to search for a wife and 
ultimately marries Rivkah.  

 

All of this occurs after Sarah‘s death, when Yitzchak is forty years old. Yitzchak 
seems to get married much later in life than his father did, even though there 
are different opinions as to what age Avraham was when he married Sarah. 

 

What do you think: Why would Yitzchak wait until the age of forty, when 
his mother had already passed away, to find a wife and begin his married 

life? 
 

Ashreinu Staff 
 

Editor-in-Chief 
Eram Zaghi (‗12) 

 
Staff 

Gila Allswang (‗11) 
Racheli Mizrahi (‗11) 
Adina San Solo (‗11) 
Etan Shachter (‗12) 
Matthew Silkin (‗14) 

Yedidyah Weiss (‗11) 
Sagiv Zehavi (‗12) 

 
Layout 

Eliana Feldan (‗13) 
Elana Kaminetsky (‗12) 

 
Editing 

Arie Hizkiya (‗11) 
David Hopen (‗12) 
Josh Stadlan (‗11) 
Adam Poliak (‗11) 

Hadassah Tirschwell (‗11) 
 

Faculty Advisor 
Rabbi Avi Hochman 

 

7902 Montoya Circle 

Boca Raton, FL 33433 

Phone: 561-417-7422  

Fax: 561-417-7028 

www.wyhs.net 

 

 אשה שלי

Sagiv Zehavi (‘12) 

Interested in sponsoring Ashreinu?  

Contact Rabbi Hochman at 

RAVH@WYHS.NET 

This publication contains Torah content. 

Please treat it with respect. 

Table Talk 

Hadassah Tirschwell (‘11) 

בפסוק זה מציינת התורה שאברהם  -אומר הפרפראות לתורה".  ויבוא אברהם ליספוד לשרה ולבכותה... ותמות שרה :"כתוב בפרשה
.     הוא בלבד בא ליספוד וליבכת את שרה במותה   

                                                    
מדוע אין הכתוב מזכיר את כל הבנים שהניקה שרה שגם הם ספדו ? היכן היו שאר בני ביתה של שרה באותה השעה: ונשאלת השאלה 

ועוד תמוה שאפילו הבן יצחק בנה יחידה "? בחרן –אברהם ושרה -כל הנפש אשר עשו"והיכן היו במעמד עצוב זה ? להוביכו את מותה
.  ורק אברהם לבדו מבכה אותה, שלשרה אינו מוזכר כמתאבל על מות שרה  

          
יותר מכל שאר בני ", אין איש מת אלא לאישתו ואין אישה מתה אלא לבעלה , "ל במסכת סנהדרין"דבר זה מאמת את דברי חז

ויפה , והאישה חשה יותר מבן משפחה אחר את מלוא הכאב והצער במות בעלה: המשפחה חש הבעל את גודל האסון במות אישתו 
."    כאילו חרב בית המקדש בימיו, כל אדם שמתה אישתו הראשונה בחייו:" ביטא רבי יוחנן את צער הפרידה שבין איש לאישתו   

 
ולכן , והפסוק אומר שאברהם בא מקרית ארבע, ועוד פירש אברבנל שיצחק לא מוזכר בפסוק מפני שיצחק היה עם שרה בשעת פטירתה

.  היות ויצחק נימצא כבר עם שרה, מזכיר הפסוק רק את אברהם שהוא לבדו בא מקרית ארבע  
                                                 

ה לקח צלע מאדם וממנה ברא "מוסיף עוד אברבנל שהפסוק מזכיר רק את אברהם מפני שהאישה היה חלק מגופו של האדם שהרי הקב
ולכן הכתוב מזכיר את  אברהם ולא את שאר ( כאב פיזי)ודוקא אברהם צריך ליבכות את שרה מפני שזהו גם הכאב שלו , את חוה

.האנשים שהתאבלו על שרה  
ומובן מאליו שכל באי ביתה וביפרת יצחק , ולכן התורה כותבת לנו רק את אברהם כמספידה של שרה שכאב את מותה יותר מכולם

.                                                                                              ספדו את מות שרה  

 


